MatV^t^S^6« handle. a« 



n. 



.■.ayar';>*-'i'»" * 



• V.fO- 

:, ■ his 
t. He 




i^ 



-vv--., I : On lawyei-s. *;;;,; for tax 
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,;i(.v«. Iteili < 
(■••:.(.>c) k'''' 
r. cviminiil ot;' 
.,« .,.'ftl in:cv.>s;i!l> -, 
-v.- ';'!,.. 4 vs ,ircamc.i up.l-y 

c.-,nv)0ts '".trfj' i^„ Qiiuntin: 
«e also has defo ded nu ^.^ 

■ terof "rtused Iviiieis Oh j .j^e 

'.Wanen 'f v'^L,-^". - . 1 

■Court among ^"""l, ■■<),„ district-. 

"Earl IVaneii ■««« ")^„' „s«.".: 

ithe heart o^*^,^ "^ len^^'^ ■^^''^^"- 
i?j;;l«*c^X-s"Hto^c^nysinfuV 

■ :Bavbary Coast. .;. -;;■. 

^Offices Ccjrpefed, / 

Oroped trt Scorlef 

■ drapeii J- L,....nv houses ol ■ 

-I ' c,; Wi-anc SCO eva. 1 no 

^vent of «"t;'""^^„'^^^Ce°n tele- 1 
""■•;:;°n'^k'ror--al mail- 
„.. Hning a'. corriwr. .^ -..^_- 

£ach movn>1g. B%-; %,^ that : 
,e;,f.b.hM|aa^n^^;=, Thevehel 

•,v())KS. •.:•. fU'' ^'®V-..; •■ icss their; 
^vho, oivc-». "OIl,^--"o-. aJor.ally. 
ii.,:«s to. tne g'a^^.. ."^i-a ^^^^^^^^^^_ 

■.•:■'-■■"' =•■.■.•"■'•• ■'"..."■■■'.. ■ ,^;ic; of the 
vny '^'-' ••■!■, ,.,'"j' '■-.-';', exchanP"-', 

!Vl^i"f"-;C '"■ " V,,' »Vil ■ ..ISnll.-P- 



^n Bell! '■•'•:'^'-='.- , i, 
JPr' ..,,,, *i.)yul svaui.:is>; to 

I Ok. ..,.cm.nv. ihci^.^n 
c..ru-cn:«i.on, ;,^^^^f ,.;...!« IV.nt 
it^l^^om^s'^iol^i./^-^^^-.^J 

I 1 's an easv n^istake lo wa-.e. 
; coal biu. , , « 



T 5e. Belli is n' llorid. lav;iUh, 
1 rt disiinguiihcd^actor ^yp? .^>;''^ 

iwUS senators around, ihe tun. 
t"^'^;;^,^Slii7he is a;VKtuve^J^ 

ll»et?S;^fc»^^ 
* his jacket .^j ^ 

ii:ii;fp1e''oTb"\ding%a.^ot,l^^^^^^^ 
»" In court, he is a. master shov\ 

rhVbHeflase>ranirxnn.mac. 
j "k document -r^ Pv*^--''-?'^ ..J^^ 

. 1 mystery — . ^""^f . — >"^ 
I squirms TO:5eraDi> 

i Exper* of U«& 
1 Of Visuol /ie5$ ; 

■HeisalsoeNperti.>.u^tly;:f 
1 respectfully, aggvavav-nfi a 3U 1 
into losing-h;s temper. Bellr).s-J| 
.his tacUc somttimfi wnen r- 
U.*^.Ls 'he c..e Will -^./Pl^^-'-f i 

^'^^?^"'(^\^?«ar"o..evvhat!- 
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'i^M.arti:.^ }<^.'''-r 
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ihU avtfjl ^^^"^ ^^ " :'o^'- • 
J visual r.151^ *,,^..nv.-i* ■ 

^.i'T!]?e<lefU.nt,"--.e •;,;-;!;;. 

■.. iwcvpt tho r-hO"---.'-" 

■ So, as l^cll! P"'-' 



••'.fe J'l 



■.. .^^- _ ^■■= ■•---- 5<|^idTdropped-. onto; 
WlS;660Slo£^ex:^.$tiit tissu€.V: . 

■ ■• ■ bA-:iu^- rVi^«4k«?«^ye*a^Jfainst^v^^ 
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rihe*courair6cus doctors ?.nd law 
. tyeVs' to;.insSst.,that doctors rejoin 




Uheatrical,>:.Bellir,:insists there . is 
ramplc justification :for' it. -To .^^- 
jplain,-: he^^cites . the* case in AvTiich 

i ■yrapp^di^j^j^^butcher's ipaper, 
J^slo^yly^imwrapped H handed 

litfover'Jp ^ the^-shocked', Ju rors. v> ■ : 

^}*;'.Xhe*TP9in't":?was^^ 
r^'uiry'swhai-^it means to weaflan 
; ^artificial leg/'- Belli said: .The'jury 
i ;;gotlKe^point,'" awarding $100,000. 

i i^tftith^ ypMPff *^^*o^?n- ^^^*^ ^^^ '^*'' 
*^W€ar*thc'leg, * ■■■**::■*"**''" ' ■". : ' 
J i.^MostVpften/.Jt-is -Belli's op-* 
* ponenis" rwho ■. complain of such/ 

.stage. business in the courtvoom.* 
. JHe haslsonieihi*?bly, lespeciEc^ de-, 
. ; 'f ender si *t including* Dean Roscoe 
? ^Pbund-vV?;* the* Hai*vard Law 
\ School,:^hb/caU8 3en5 "a master 
' «f this modie' of prescntinj; cases." 
' v*;'afa'm<'flamboynnt," says Belli. 

j^Itiim^fafford to be." ' ,- • . 

;^^'*>>s-:vv7» .♦;■ * - ■ ■■ >x' 

^.DUT?- 'under his flaniboyance is; 
V a solfj.'tody; of legal, knowl- 
'edge.: His.; dozens .of- published 
books include^ such jnoi^ssional 
^ :iVolumes:t- ;as,^t '^i^Yiah and - -Tort 
CTrendfcJg^i'Llfei '^nd 'I^w . in 'iRus- j 
y^^ e^ - jiiid^^Law Jn Japan,"] 




'The More Adequate .Awani," f.n;)^ 

"Metlical Malpractice/'. For- the- 

popular trade, .he ..has written >. 

$2.25 paperback Jn which he jcood-: 

natui-edly ■ defends.-/ his ■.. vazzler- ^ 

dazzle- techniqiue against .charges ; 

of ••ambulance chasing." ■■>■ V- ':■* 

}"-He has als^o" invaded- the vecord 

;rielcl..5n a three-diskalbum, .*'The- 

I Voice of ■Mod^rn^Tuals/^in .which-- 

! he recreates ; his'.argumorits ;in\ 

i some * of ; his^..' more ■ spectacular. 

j cases;.. One- is):hisvplea>ih. behalf.. 

of ."^faureen {IJittle-JioV Connolly,': 

one-time tennis'-star, \>^o. was-*in- ' 

jurcd when a truok f rifThtened the. 

■ horse .she was riding. -Belli xol-f 
Jected $95;()00f6r^her>v- . .v- -,'*; 
.;/^ ThougK he.fls^aibt.'.a mah/:;tb, ... 
':criiig^ -from piUblviitj^,; Eellii;-didj 

■ dra\v.the.*]ine.a few.vyears ago^t] -! 
'&' .book^ about '^ in mr^JM'LifeV^and- ■ 

■; Limb," by.- Robert ;: Wallace,- ^iHe-- 
tiled : unsuccesisf ullyl to . keep it-* of f^': , 

■.tHe stands^ ■■?iijrP':^^y^^ * 

: : He seemed; to, objeci-^lchi^^^^ 

,)Vaf lace's ' ixf^po r.ts -,■. tAa^t.VV'^.. *»j5(Ti-* 
ffvst'ed iZV:'7\'raif[pf':hiiS kva'd'ctS- 

= the ,tr<>,i f.Xs;Vwce: .to. ziis'vi^r.ce^rp 

':at' one ihUe .cclch/jitedyafhig ' jitry ■ 
award hy 'tccarhigf.^d^neckHe that 

\ Belli also' turned down a"H6lIy-\ 

; wood *):roducer; 'whbv'.warited^^'tb" 

niqke a- movie based. on -the book.- . 

'.r'riVv- damned :if;j:>:will,'i::>he^s^)d^: 

, Euf lie . a tided, ■ aifter a .pit. ■ of ] 

.thought; **J vnight'rbe interested) 

^f. they'd Ut me \Til p.y the part- 

of a c lool :etr i ns u r an c c - a J j uster." 

Yearly Seininor--.-^^:.'.---.-;.. ..s ...- 

Ah^oys Ci'cwded 

yu iftly, . he ] co.nf inos' his aon-' 
icourircomappeaiahces to a yeai*- .' 
.ly * seminar. iTways'icrdwded . with ; 

lawyers eager to learn from.- the 
master. .It features ' films, . lee- '- 

tares and .. demonstrations,-;.alI- 

staged with brilliant/BeliivSho^^^^ 
; lnanshlp^■■^V■•'^ '^^i^U^/^r.:-' ■ ''*■ / •: 

: J . A:.couple;.J)f«:years■^;ago, .he.: 
' introduced a s'urjpi'rise guest: .Patti-* 
•^hite; * ;25 v::(3T:24T36T,^a • strip^: , 

■ teasing - forraer'^r^schoolteacher 

( whose seminar theme'was, "What; 

* Legal Education -Really /Needs."* 
To - illustrate': her .thesis,' Patti;. 
doffed her. cap and gown, slippe<j;- 
out of her slip',* and , told .-.her.iat-'^ 
tcntive audience: ;.■.*' ' .. *.,>-*• 
•'From this -point on there is no 
reasonable doubt.^*'- -";,.-.•;•.■■■ .'*.';:■"-*-■ 

Belli's fun-'and-ganies: approach; 

to l:fe. phis his longabs-ences^at; 
faraway' trials, -has- brought him J 
h:s share' of ^maintal ' turbulence; j 
i^'.juopriately for a goer, his third] 
ami current wife is a former air- 
line .hostess. '"..-T - :- ii: '"^ : . .\' . 
His first wife divorced him in 
l.^'.ol after. l£i -i^eai^- of. marriage,. 
iuahiJy because she. wanted some 
continuity in'her hbnW-iife'. She' 
ac-cepU-d u* :^50,000 home -in sub- 
urbj*n Sail Kranciscp and $C2,000 
in -<jil ho1dm t?s as'.ia. '.settlemen t:v;> 
I'hey havc.^iour.v ejiiiqr en*— ' 



(7vii^ ' . ? iij ' ^ ' ?^ 



^i^ir 



K fciiard , 27; . an . aoco m :i .-^^ j t ^v j» o 
has decided -to.* enter -law fchool; 
'Melvin Jr.,. 24;:: who -has entered': 
\a -Trappist monastery in Cali- 
fornia; Jean. 21, who is a student 
•nurse^-aiid .Susie, 18^:.who wants 
: to become a teacher.. yV ;. 
. "Bell i's second -wife' was' a Life; 
magazine iphotcgrapher;^ Toni 
Nichols., Once, in the.-. course'.. of. 
their short ahdstormy marriage,.: 
Bell* showed up. at alaw ccnven- ■ 
.tion 4n \Chicago'^:with\a scratched '. 
face. ■ ■ ■ .'■'."■' ..■• >V*'^* . -." . 
■ He'explained that he had had- 
arow-.wjth his wife.'- "Here I,am, { 
lecturing' 'to the convcntiori^ron^ 
pain'and suffering ina sciTJinar'?^ 
on. torts, and I'm. exh'jl>it A,"jhe 
£aid^."^;;.;V^^'^::S;:v^i."!>::7 '"'.'■; • ;'; *^ 

Ske^Cfuif AtrliiieyJcfb 
16^ Become Mrs*;: Belli 

:[';'.: jn^;. 1955,': a rfriend 
JB el 1 i . t o Joy Gum ey ;; wlio ■ q u i t her 
ahline job to become the third '. 
M rs. Belli. They . spent their 
honeymoon in Yuma. 'Ariz., where, 
he was t ry i n g' a case,;' 

The Bellis live . most of- the,., 
time- jn ai.> elegant.. eaijy-Cali-; 
fornia "style home' (it: might -be . 
that.B^Ui looks Mpon-J.JmioU las ' 
a thrdwback to .that grfudy. free-' 
wheeling ^ era)*^., .cn,.:faf:hinnable, 
Telegraph ''Hill, "and some of .-th^-; 
tirne in an Italianate villu they' 
} own in the Hollywood Hills. Their 
Ujfe revolves around thc-i 0-year- 
! old son, Caesar Melvin Belli. 
i /?(•/.': doi'cs on lit tie. Cnf.sor, S<i 
\i.mih so that he not onl^f ^.ttrnea 
tr.'Ct' idle of his lu Hi H^rr ; ''.= 
; the btj i/j bii i ius ii i .•; t^ w / f . > ■ . . i ( >* </ 
uli prosfte'ciicii tctiuitts to /V^-i; if 
Caesav doesn't i2ii/)/;oye f/if a>r/iii- 
cants,- they don*t get .■jV, thiic 
hiuhii^g the lad thconlif C-iJCcr- 
old latuUord aiduud. ' '. 

A de.sireto leave a pa^e in his- 
tory for his son's sake probably . 
was a contributory factor in Belli'a 
decision to defend Jack Ruby.- ir** 
: He has. all the money he'll, ever. , 
need- His reputation,' though l>m-!^'.-* 
ited,- is secure! Bi ; his friends.:, 
feel that Belli has been waiting' 
all- his -life for-.the-.^bne .big .case,,:. 
that would eleyatej him to the*.? 
Vta til re of ClXrehce ' Da rrow , this' - * 
country's most famous lawyer, of . 
modern times..:. 

Such a case would, of ciM^rse, 
have to be. historic. hjj:chly dra- 
lu.^tic and, from the point of- 
view of the deft^nse, n ;;;ittle 
against almost insiipcrable odds. 
The incredible serie.s of evt^nta 
in t!ie Kennedy - Oswali: - .^uby - 
trn«edy will occupy the atttifiti'^" 
of historians for ;;:(-nerrii>t.^'':: 
sheer drama it at least. • u* 
the assassination of j *r .. 4 
century ago, and the c>U\.- ..; r 1 '""^ ' 
Ja.:k Ruby, the only kVAttr h* t 
/ annais of ir.tnJer w* > t cok y. jj 
i wj-h ?V ',v.4Jiion people,l(K;^ii';r c 
'-.,ave_ti:g.uie.ndpus.. ; -.^v 
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2 iVi^iyiri Belli 
>Ber»^Ma5onI 

■I'SFiowmansnip; 
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?T/igi)efenair! 



An old h And: at baltUng odds, . 
Melvin Belli -[-<^] is. picture 
of confidencie as he discusses . 
defense of cli.enf Jack*: Ruty 
lA]i killer -of -laie Presiden^,. 
>■ Kennbdy's^ pVe5umed:Jau"»5ai;:V 
in. rococo San Franci tco' offi ce \ 
wU'^.-* :t a90ish' decwj. luLiuues l 
t ' " "\'- . anti que ; p.b.^D?« '-^ — - 
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>A ?^^*V':?^^^^^Speciarto^^ Herald Tribtinc 

•^■,::^5;v:>''f^^V^'V .V^- -./vv--- ""^■'■SAN FRAN 
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fjuiT. judge, the prosecution and Dallas. Something 
Kr::itt verdict Saturday, he blew up and denounced verdict 












welled up in me." lie explained yesterday, when he £.».w^ 



SAN FRANCISCO". • 
, o llM eivii^emth ought;up fresh, unpleasant phrases for . t^*:', "^^ '-self-satisned and smug." . . ^. 

^ pallaryesterday, and "^Iso took oji the Ajr-ncan Bar ...sso-^ * -^^^^ _^ happened in Dallas, he saicl."lies ^vith the _s::S*| 

-9 clatjbrt?'>—''''^- ■•'•"-■■ '"*■ '■-'"-■' '■'" ■' ' ■ . / , . . - tG-i -M^ oligarchv 15 in charge which says -what vnu s,p.i\^ 

'■ 0V<-: 'Hie. defense in the jack Ruby murder tnal. wlv.cn .:e , ^^- y ^^^^^^ ^^ .. - ^ .-., 

:i headed. AintiT-flied- Thursday by. the ^^^J* /f";^'-v J*;; .. About his firing by the Ruby family. :Mr. Belli was 

ii^^a'ssiriated-byT^allas- he said.--'^^^^^ oeen. , .j,.,^,/ -.ig* far as I'm concerned. Jack is my friend,": Iv 

3:iV??^'.- '. „ i*__-i .*„■ i« fVtA TTnit^H Ktfttfts wou:d have ***^, v.. ... 

said/ 



;^ 



'^^^J^cd,:aU the.:iaw7.ers In the United States wou:d have 

■ 2f'*imiithed-on Dallas.'*' .:>■■'; ■.' ■ . ^. ,.^^^ 

M'^'^i'^'tAndas' for xhe' American Bar Ac-socialion. Wi.ose 
^ -- president. Walter C. Craig, criticized Mr. Bdli*s courtrocni 

J outburst after the guilty ycrdict last Saiurd-.y; 

6 - :. .i'l' cannot continue In i-^ An;eican B-r Af^sociatic- 
-"^'iW-.'am to continue to -believe in justice ana due prDcei;>. 

o -^^^Ut him (Mr; Craig) investigate the substance 0: the 
^ a ViS^arges made and* nof.the man who made the charges- ' 
'^=i' -In Dallas, the new Ruby defense team took the f.vst,^ 
'0. formal step to appeal the death sentence. ■ 

1 i-;:^'.vHere, In a crowded press conference Mr. Belli preaicted r 
• 2 ■■"a successful appeal, said his fee for dii^pciing the case haa ! 
! t been* "zero" and renewed his denunciation of Dallas 
^^.-^i^^'jihroughoutthe case/'he had persisted., that Dahas. ^ 
•*'4.^-^^wked:bythe assassination of President Kennedy and the.. 
J;5. murder two .days later of his accused assassm. could not 
iV;-rElvo/Ruby.a fair trial.* '• • , ^ ^ ,». 

17 ^r£-When the alUwhite. all-Protestant JU17 hand. ;H un \ts ^^ 



"fJe's get a case and he's going to win it/' »^ 

:iew iria; moiion. f.led in Daliis by Ir/.vyer Phi p, 
BurVc-^^c'i listed the bcst-knovr. criminal lawyer in Texa.'^ 
'Percy foreman, as the ne*.v membcv oi the cei^w^-^ tea:vi 
Mr. B-.ir:C?on and Joe Tonahili coniinued as Ru/: ■-■ : :.-e- 

sen::i-/.ve5.- . - . r ^ • - 

Tiu' iV.otion was filed wiih the clerk of inai Jud^c- ^c.*- { 

B 3-ov;n*s'^oun and cited 35 allegecT errors as grouuo. \ 

To- a new trial/ It wi'J no doubt be denied and^the C3^- j 






"ukcn to the slate Court 01 Criminal Appeals. 
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trc^:- 



.■-^nMejLm*: Belli fired: a new ver 
'';^|*aJt|sfi|^f^t;^ and 

^ ■'sAmerican^BaJr:^^^ ■ 

'>^MeanwhiIe;VJabk/^ re-, 

;■: ;(jSuffle^JiBsai;st^^^ 
.; ;]:step/in"its fight, to >in a new. 

ftrial:,for;the condemned shyer.' 
■ ';ITie/ fight- may iast. three years 

; and preach ..the- ^U.SrSuprerne ■ 

- -.ry-r. \r '{Vv t*;^;-. -■ ■:■:,■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

■^ ;:>.- Bellf/announced :he was qiiiv- 

;='ting^;- the : ABA,-- which is com- 

■ .. ^ix)sed;ofIa\\'}^eri throughput, the 

:natipnj;\Iessthan*:^48* hours iifter 

.he was -.fired- as 'chief defense 

attoniey inthe kuby case. 

' T^ came 

during a press conference in 
Belli's ptctui usque San Frzr.- 

..Cisco offiee... 

■. ,,;-.P.elii;indicated.^ he .would take 
^.ro; further' actioa in the Ruby 

'case/\---./ ■ ■ ':.;- 

"1*1" sending in a -^vithd^awal - 
(from' the case) st the request 
■,of the family," he said. * 
.. ^:; Walter . C. . Craig 'of Phoenix/. 
. ■Ariz.v who heads'.the ABA, .re-.' 
■ buked Belli during a San Fran- 
cisco. \ speech Wednesday. De- j 
mands mounted for an inyesti- j 
. gati6n;'to. determine whether ' 
*BeIli's '-"[conduct, .'Including his * 
tirades after Ryby . v/as con- 
victed, -violated* the ABA code-' 
of ethics. 

REPORTERS ASKED Belli 
during -hi_s press conference to 
comment on his d:snTjss3r~5?r 






a member of. the defense staftf 

^eili refused; ... saying, = .'.Tha r 

would'be. unfair .to a sick -mar 

under .the .shadow -of the'eiec ^ 

;. trie chair/fv" xi\\ ■ ■'^P;:-.--- ■■' 

■ ': But.*: he.thad-; plenty -/:to'--r$ay ■ 
■*about^DalIas.::=;;:.-*. •:-•;■/; ;.■ ■ 

■ lie- said...l>allas is' ruled by: an 

■ oligarchy v-Vwhich saysv^what 
.■you.shalI.do.cr:not do."::0 :' v.*:. 
■-.'^nd,^?iheTiaId;^■^'Ali tj^p^au^^ 

vers in" the United States would 
■.-have -marched on Dallas if' 
. Jipby's ti-ial had been .-telei 
'viedl". . ,i'.^r=:i : . ■; ... ' 
'■' ' iTTOR^s^EY-*■ PHIL '■* Burjesor *'' 
optned the legal' battle to set 
aside Ruby's death penalty by 
fiiing 1 motion, for a new trial. 

I: listed 3S reasons why de- . 
fo^^.ce jawyeri coniend Ruby 
fiiied to g2t afair trials-hen- 
a jury of eight .men "and- four.: 
v.'omen. convicted him .^'of ahe'-- 

■■. murderi/of'Lee'^ Harvey .Oswald. >i" 

The motion was signed by 
Burleson- and Joe Tonahill, a 
Jasper . lawyer. J^'- v. 

>,^^^gaiTHirERE-associated -with 
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Be lli fiuringy ; Ruby's' Tironth-b^s, 
: trial. .. . -. /. ■ ■ .:-:■. ^=y. . -. ^ 
Burleson said he conferred, by 
/pHone* with; Percy^Forenian," ■the- 
■;6-f6dt-4,v25ff-pburid ; Houston laiT-;*; 
;yer--;K:red^Thursday^^o3:hea^^^ 
-defense,*^:,'and*F6reihah?;auth^iv 




^Judgj;y)3^3: -'^ Broy^v^ 

p-.I?u&j^?r^f65ri ■ repeivjii^KS a-':]Fain: 

irial-'by:*." X::;r..>\^ -^i^v' ^■- i^r^; 

—Refusing lo'lrnbye the trial^ 

to another county" \ ' ■ ■;. ".7^ 

■ r-fiCTTINGv JURORS . pai£ 
. judgni^nc'dh Ruby even fhougt 
u^ey^^ha^. ",mtnessed!/i the ila)£ , 
•■ ing 'on "^'their teleyiarpn jscreensp 
— Ailovving officeris "to testi^c 
about statements they said I^u5y' 
made while under arrest.' ■•;.;-;; 
—Denying a pretrial sanity 
hearing.:," . .-■. 'i .. " :rr .: ■ 

.T:d:~S: Bro/.Ti, who was re- 
ported cut of the ' c"ity Fridav^ " 
* will' schedule .a.; hearing, prqbf;- 
ably' late next month: ■'■ ' -^y^-. 
If Judge Brov/n denies the re-* 
qiiest for a new trial, defense 
lawyers will go to the Court of 
Criminal. Appeals.** ..If turned*' 
^.; down "there*, they^toiild ask ■the: i 
. * federal. ,cpurts;;to.* .review 'the." ! 
case * on* the ground Ruby's coiV 
stitutional' rights ha ve been yiO '- . 
late a:.-^v. " *" *'vTTv7T:£ 



-?— BELLI SAID he ffipj^t^he . had 
right to speak out against the' 
"Dallas situation. "_ He- said he 
doesn't' want to belong 'to the 
'ABA if 'membership' in' thejpr:. 
:'iganization would' require hirii*"to. 
?*sit ■ back and: tolerate thi?'! sit-* 
,'iiation.'* - ' ■ ' • ' ■^■^'l::rl 

Belli praised Dallas residents 
as individuals, terming them: 
"fine people." . '. . '/-'^"^'^ 

But when. they become jurors;- 
he said,' "something sick hap- 
pens'- and they feel they must 
convict to protect' the'- city's 
image. He said the ABA should 
invesiig.i-.e the "Pallas system'.*. 
* instead of castigating him":::-- ."Vl^. 
Belli told San Francisco re- 
pon.ers that, after the Ruby jury 
had riel-'Derated tv/c hours. The 
Dallas News headlined this fact. 

"THKY'RE NOl used to such 
ceiib;jra:!on,'' BclJi said. 
"They're used to 2-rninttie . jus- 
tice." ./' .'■,'■ ] 

(The Dallas News did not pulj- 
lish such a headline.) 

Belli also . termed Wade ' '."'a 
master of snide remarks" and 
accused the prosecutor of un- 
fair" tactics; ;.'■ * - pF 

After Ruby received the deaths 
pe*;ialcy. Belli said he would ouit 
practicing law if his. client died 
in . the .electric . chair 'But : Bdli- 
said Friday, "I won-t be scar^j 
away (from trying cases) by in-' 
surancie attorneys, . by district 
attorneys or by the president 
of the ABA-". 

Foreman will arrive here Sun- 

d av to co nfer with Ruby in the 

: - - .r ' e i.L_s> >■ 

county iSJi. 
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MELVIN MOURON BELLI 
..INFORMATION CONCERNING 
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-^^-«V+l!^^^?^^Y^S.'"?"^°^ Belli is. the. San .Francisco, Califoriiia 
''■^^l??5®?S^Y?l*^*^*'^ ^^""^ HubyVthe^ccused slayer of L^e^? 
V 0;yald.;ili;DalI5s, Texas. Ruby was found guilty on 3/14/64^ 
;4'-J°i^?^?=^! *S^r^rdlct, Selli nade a vicious verbal attack acal 
m**^^:.:?o^*. the Judge^and the. City of Dallas. a^^^acic agal 

On 3/20/64iH^HHH^^^^^^^^^^^^^^p.,,. 
of intelligence and Research, Uepart^en^^taT^^iffiSff^hr" 
J'Sri^^'c^f *^^'^^^P^* ^^^^ on Belli af S?f te re?4aled a ratS^v 

S?f!cl^JcL^l3%Cj? '"""-^ '^^^^^ 1962, to:the Pa-skrt 

rfiJ"$S' f .m^^^-l^' Congr^ssBian from the Fifth District ofS-^-^4'>< 
gifSfJi^^oJS^r'^^K t^^Bifir desired to visit Cuba^in ear Iif^t:>l 
o«2J;^^^'^J?!^J?„°^^^^r^ the judicial structure Of Cuba under ^ hmkm 



-•V 



J*f 



CaSo^'''Tif^* *° ^bse^ve the Judicial structure oF^uba uSd^v' , 
JS ^fj*. ^^'■? letter indicated that Belli recently visited A Ib^i-. 

tha? this d^tr-^\'° ""l-^" ^^^.^^-^^^^ articles. V! Sco^t sa* 
^H?h ^ date IS important because on October 14, 1962 t^e U l 

in*?irOc?oS'?"^*?Sg:,^ ""IV:' ^'^'i'^ ^""f -P - C^^- vhic'-resulted 

iQfiJ rI^??? '* f = ^^''^^^- c^*3.si?.. By letter dated Novcaber 5 

i?f?; V^ i ^'^v*"" "^^'^ Passport Office. and said that-he des^^^ed to '^ i 

I9i2 ■for^e?!?'?^^'"' ^'?^V State granted permissiL o^Novo. .Lr! 3 5/, 
^ + '^^ Belli to travel to Cuba stating the approval T.ould noi-^ " ' 
extend beyond January 30, 1933. By letter dated January 14 t"^?:' 

?o ii4f r V""^!' "^^ ^'^'^ ^^^ requested extension of his p^rr^It ' 'r H 
J J to^Cuba and requested permission* to go to Albania He H. . :! 

B? wtflw'^f.'^^ wa^ gathering ma terial.flrlavTrevJe^ar Seles P# 
oy letter datpd .rnnnn-HTr oo toco oo.:^.!.- i , -^ ** v «•«■ ^'-^-^j-cb, L^;./jy 



'?^!'^^ 



T>_ T ^4,-^^ '",";' &«wxicxxiis mauex-iax lor JLaw review articles ft^' 

Cuba^lor«^^*^? January 28, 1963, State approved BelU's goin^ ?o I- 
So?L^^?ir^J°'^ ""^^ *° ®^°®®^ "^""^e 30» 1963, and approved hie fe^^ 
Igoin^i^to^^lbania not^to exceed July ^O. 1963.V ^^^^^^"/^ ^M^ 

\1-,^J^ ;;:lir. ;Scott advised that Passport files do^'not show wheth'^ri^'^^ 
?ni Lt??\''"^®'' "^^^P- ^® indicated that he thought ifunuIuJ*^': 
SL?li^i J?^^° *? ^"^^ ^"^i^S thfe explosive period iavolv?nr?i -> ^ ^ 
§eSitL5?^J?i^^J'' ^"J"-. ^- Scott further advised xhat S?ftc ' 
JrlibSs^'dulinrt^^ ^J^J^^^'iJ^^:^^^^^^-^ «ny law rwi, 






^a=^^ 



«%,4.j-.i-^^ i "r*-. ^ "^*' =»""w buat Dexxx nas. suDmltted anv 

on w®^ ^^''^''^ *^^ P^^* ^°^Pl® ^^ y^^^s and further that tb-^ Ir 
on. law reyiew articles .is rathef^ extensiye and c^plete 
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-l^to. JBelmont- 
1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. Rosen 
OHBimer (7) ]( 



1-Mr. Brauigan 
1- Liaison 
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Menorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: MELVIN BIOURON BELLI 

INFORMATION CONCEBNING 

■V— ^ ■ .-., •■• ' ■ ' . 

• ACTION ;- 

For information. Belli. has been dismissed by Ruby r*? 
f attorney to handle his appeals. - . 
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i - Mr. 3uilivan^.<.:..: Jl-ST" : 
1 - Mr. I.Ial7.ey A ,.,r;: 



t .•i>f?V^V•-r•■'•>!':••7^'s.^J•":i'•'t■*r•«•• i -"Tf 1 . . 

;5-RpM : w.- A. Branisan 
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u;ect: lSE HARVEY 0S\7ALD - ^ O 

INTERNAL SiiCURITy - RU.SS-:1 - CUBA 



.M-jCP^ 



■■•^-24 .^,, ... 

I - Mr. Lenihr.n ' * 
1 - Mr. Rpse^;A 
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Reference is ir.ace" to ray v-enof.'-riduiu dated 2-2*3^4 



^0 I j>-^-^''abQve-^ ^ptioned. regarding- :i.nforI.;ati on reg(|ive^gom 

i 1" 
22 






; \ and: 



^^^^^^^ and ^^^^^^^especi 
^^^^^.^x^^^^*....^, ...TirTlWpSW?-. had beeMdvised byjtelvj 
;-; ■ O. :CpJiH!rforiKer attorney for Jack .av.lyy, tact Oswald and Ruby he 
M -^^ —FBI iA f o rnaats. ■ Sr.iith incilcatcrl v.:.J •:. ;i-'iporter had a tape rer« 
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of i^elli making this alle'--;-.:ic>ii. 

•Belli "has been 1:1: ..rouir ::■•-.•■':.■:<=- '-ioned rer--ardin<i,- the 



^OVC;---:*^M 



i!".- ^.' v-allesation and in connect:.oa -dv^rcvvila .v.?::- been specif icaliv. ^|.v.ipec i. i 
;°.v-^.-: .Suby.^'hd Oswald were, nevei- FBI ii.voivants. Belli auVised h^h ||.c lAj^ 
;r ■"'•" •QeVer> stated Ruby and/or Csv/nld -ore- ?i5I Informants, • ne exr.?|>.-e.d; ^^ 
? ;.:.:.rthat-he had heard unfounc-ecl i-aino-3 inferring that Oswa.-.- ni^ /.^ j . -Zrf 
oit"-^:pave^fien an FBI inforsiant but that he had placed no credence ^n yy;.:r^ 
^■^^^' these-n'un-.crs. : ' ■ ^ ^ ;Si\;( 
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. i:Ii'. Belli v:CiS c.: oh::. o]}Lr.:x^:^ tliat^thaso ru uoris^orx^-^r.i.yec 

v/ith Wiilia^n Ale::nncIoi'j .i/rS^Sua/.*: i::.;:.-Jric-i: Atcornc;y, L-c^j-^.s, i^>:::^i:>, ^.. 

and th::;t .:^c: vas i^otzL:^^ *\::-:.\::^c: Jili.-o.:^^ oi .ilexa::idor ^.-.c. ivo^-r; s^- 

such- :ruL;ors. , — — ■'■■[■■■.^ . : 

'""• Referenced nc-oranduni j,iso -ooiuted^out th?.t v/hil^^g^l^^^ 

had cate&-orically denied -.r.^king zlie ct:^teuients alleged "^^^^HH^^B: -^ 
ofiicials , the gureau f^ ho^ld oin ^^^^^atte^own oy reciuesv ,; ,: j. 

^^^^~^^|^MBWBSc fo^3eLoach cont:xc*i:<id g^'^^ 
an^requ^^'tod that. 



Belli ' r. p:kMi 



laicatec 

1^ ^^S^^SS^^^^fl^^ybr ^ DeLoach. ^ v i,;^| 
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either produce 
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'BFR:klw/nuiY/ (10) 
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Meiuo Bx-'aniijan to Sullivan 
re:, LE12 K.ilWEY OSV/ALD \^ 

.: IS - R -' CUBA 
1P5-82555.-.-.-.. . ■ -■' 



RECOMilENDATIONS : 



1. . While my menicoaacrura ci: 3-4-S4 i-ecom^nended that 
Lon be sdvised ox tliio ialse allegat ion af" 

it is to be noted v/e have :iOt^ 

?^^^ei;;.i may be right in that he nl 

SiSclff^a^^.aliement If this. is;cpi:recty we are. already on recorj 
■v/itE^tfie-J^Cp Cs^ynidi-.v/as never an ■ iniornan ^ and no j 

useful purpose would be served in advising the Commission of ti 
^allegation or Belli 's denial at this timoo 
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Co Quietly: :C>^: 

.. SAN FRANCISCO;.; April 28 
{UPr>— Controversial-- &hi *, Fran- 
cisco aUomey' ^felvijvielli has 
changed his min3' today "about 
plans ta resign from the Amer- 
ican Bar Associatioij; - 
■ He sent a 26-page ^jetter to 
A3 A president Walter E. Craig 
of Phoenix, Ariz?, ■ yesterday, 
sf;ying "I'll be daVnned if I'll 
resign quietly- Vm going to let 
you ■ try and Lick me. out" pub- " 

■licly/' 

Mr. Belli defended J n c k 
Ruby, accused slayer' of Lee 
,Harvey Oswald. : . . 
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y^vm ■ J^EIiLI :; the> San Francisco .legal beagle 
;i:^H8§FSc?eaJns immediately -after the Jack Ruby 




>.gCanons of ■.'.Professional Ethics. "In 
i^ftect. Belli yelled, "We wuz robbed!:" . 
v-^any of "those present. Including this 
' repprter,.agreed.- ! . ■: ;.:*, 

-j8,..r.Belli£jpent long'^ours in. court. ^^^iM^^^^^j :■ 
^jSfiuring'the trial demanding a change .-^^^^J:;^^!/ ' 
v.(5)f venue for Ruby on the ground t' * '^'" ' '' ' ' ' 
^^uby;'couldn't; -get. a: fair trial _ 
^i>|Qjasr that- death -waisrhis biggest 
yT>^s;p?ct there. Now= he- ii demanding, 
i* a chahge 9f venue -for himself and 
1 4erier»21y for the same reasons. -; 
; 5 "r^'You have arbitrarily- set the place, of all places, 
^:lor this/trial* as Dallas, Texas! "Belli, an accomplished 
^Jser-of the exclamation point, writes iu hisicinjing 
vreply^0;the summons issued by O. E. McEwan, chalr- 
^fin^Ti^pfithe ^ABA^s -gripes department. "I advise you; 



iggestv-;; -^'^^311^^^:/^' 



COKSIDINE 



Sarah 
Presi- I 
dent -J.ohnson, said that Dallas was a city oi hate, the 
o;i]yvCity in the United States in which the ai;3assina- 
tionpf the President could have beign possible. ''' ' '.. 
• ^ -../'Warren Leslie, in his recently published 'Dallas ;(J 
City 'Limits/ .and.'other writers have; characterize 1 ' 
Dallas as a city of murder and the 'piurder.capitar'of ){| 
the world.' 

./*. ,;7;I"do not want to add myself as a stati^ac to fh*s 
-■ macabre' battings average,- even at your whim! There y. 
are a number of thi.ngs I would like to say of and ^M 
about- the American Ear Association" aud in my de- '-^ 
fense at this 'trial' I would IVse to remain alive to say 
them. Consequently, I ask that- the 'trial' be IwM ot 
the headquarters of the ABA, Chicago, anc. j.-oi in 
Dallas." 
- Belli hajl something bristling t£Lsay, too, nb.out | 

-,_.^„,.^. ,,^^^j^^^^« .a-.*i-w« «w^« w.... * **«... w ^««, .the fact that-the panel that will try.hiinjs_ni£deup ' | 

Vglr^j^at/l^nOTTrffmerous letters, some of which have' entirely of Southern lawyers. We'd print excerpts, but * 
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)ep.r watching. He dominated Its eove rnment t o 
att^r airgi'c'^, insonie' respects,; than.Khrushchev 



■ this'dea r bid nfi.w spaper.has just/xun put* of asbest os. 

■.■■M ■: v ! WELU'BY.HOW 

'that Gen." Eisenhower*s*statement* about the kind of 

.man. the GOP* needs was, indeed,' an arrow in Sen. 

.;Barry Goldwater's back. On the eve. of the great con- 

■.test in Calif ornia,' Gov. Nelson. Rockefeller is making. 

■■sounds, like a winner. The ^polls show that .Barry has 

.'been 'pole-axed;' ■''■■:*.■.:*:";: •*■;'■ :'^'.r:: - ."•''. -r^h'-^' ' 

But here's a thought, that I haven't iseen ex-. 

pressed.iSuppose Gbldwater wins? Suppose the people 

'who were shouting: for him a: few .weelcs.ago close 

ranks, round up. multitudes of independents.. and give^ 

.hin)-all86delega;tes?;;;/.'> .-■• ;: =; ■•■•■^\^•■■■'^ *• 

^;V; .■. If that happens! Ike and his Eastern ..advisors, 

-..headed by -Tom' Dewey,'. Gen..- Lucius. .'Clay' and/: his 

'brother Milton/wilUiaive b 

■ influence'at:*the^conyenti6ri."'^;v''i::^ v^ y: 

. ..-. Stranger '.tides;._have;r.un in.' the 'muddy .waters of 

politics.-' ■.■'■.-. ") ^;" "..^:Y''''-" ■ '''■■.''/■'■',::. i ' ... .■ 
; :{C ..■;-. ^ . '"i^ '•■ ' ^.; ''■ ": . ■ • ■ 

:■ .INDL^'S ilvIMEDIATE.'FUTURE.' without -Nehru, 

OTll bea 

a'^grcat ^^___^____ 

rules thjlSci^iet Union. He never delegated very much 
authority, ixislsted on giving personal •Httcrrtiun to 

■ matters as -.trivial ,.as. the length: of the speeches his 
ministers made ana their position in reception lines 

■.when loieign dignitaries v;ould come calling. 

If there is a vacuum in our political setup at pres- 
ent, what with no Vice President, there was a colossal 
void in India's. Gandhi shaped Nehru; Nehru shaped 
or.:y hi.T.self— and was imminently pleased v;ith v;hat 
he had v/rcuglit. Ke must have considered himself in- 
desiructible, and the. Hearst Task-^orce was inclined 
to agree. /• '*■ -:- ; ':. ..-' ^'.^ • ;-» 

When we called at his residence in New Delhi one 
evening in December of 1962, the 72-year-old leader 
ca.Ttc bouncing down the grand stairway with the vi- 
tality of a youngster. He was immaculate in his white 
leggings, three-quarter rlengthjaclcet and spotless 
. white bap. The customary rosebud peeked from the 
■.Jacket's fold. ■ ■■ .; : . ;-;^ • ;. . ;' 

He had spent hours at the front, earlier that day, 
a front that. was 13,000 fe^thighin'the foothills of the. 
Himalayas. ■■ ■: -^y . v /-'---.' v'^-:-. " .^ ■ 

■ Who. could sub for him now,. If. that front blazed 
•again?. ■, -;.■■■■'--•: • z^;. ■.**:' 

Head Bob ConEidine's column Monday through Friday la 

The Joir 2ii>ii'-j'\iiim canI . ■ ; . * — ^^~ ^ 
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^^- ^•■■■- .e;. jj^j^sv 0S^M),.al>:a.: (Deceased) - VxCu;IM 
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.' •■■ ■ ■ rr.>,3 attached copy cf a letter dated Ap--il 21, 

VvALTSR E. CRAIG, Presicien-c , , .r.e— uue._c.>n -^c -. . ^._ 
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naarxv^g --^:;^-.^v::r::;;-3;5-i^.er.^oe;ate behavior of BELLI 
"°""r^"^:^'.."-:: ;:^";>.:"'t-;i a^a upon hearmg the verdict. 



ITBI fs -.ev:tioned on pages, 17, paragraph one, z 
^^■"^:Vf22, paragraph 2. >-■ .-■■ 

Trt--e event the Bureau desires to -— --J^"^ f 
,.„ ..-.: W:c.-:^-.ent'- Cor-^assion , it is requested s-x:.. 
■; copy to --■ ;-:r;^"^^^- :/^^. ^^^^ Is ^eing -retained by 
be reprocieed c.l. £-Ua.e^w ^- r.u .._ ^yy-./-/ jT*' 
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KOTE: 

''^'f^y'-'^'i^i^^ ' I5:^i"las- pbtainsd from ;^ confidential source a cor.y 

-^■^S^^^p'i^ ty oeiii to Valtsr ^. Crais. PresiC^r/c 



- 1 \::^!^?^^ax?^^^ be £tat.ei5."* that he. Will not resign xroni 

-.iV'-h-'^ ti^S^X'^nc, tolls Cr-i2 -^^t ho -vill hnvo to bo i:ickod- out 
.3 •■■■:■.■ publicly. Ho gooo into a iensthy ■::ir:d ty::.?.o::.lly Bolli d: ocusj; 
:4 ■V^;;-;\V_* ■ of -. t:h3- public charGiO.s i-iado by .Crai;^^ C;jai::.st hi:.: concerning; 
'.'5 -..P;;!^". hisv'handliiis of. Icuby^s /defense.-. v.^.:'Y^tte;-::j\;s. to justify- and. 
16 ':^'-;'. defead'^bis position ^:;ainst theso cl^srsbs. He st^itos on 
■-■' -A*:^-;,: /^ pcL^T-^' ^ IT^^ allcv;.^:: to toistify to conyeri^:?;tioa 

'by Jack Ruby a- half hour C;ft£r icuiiy's axi^ccz- ('lho£:e stat^rien^- 
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■4-^^^ after the trial or Ruby, after v;hic;h £:i-::\:: cO:*'Plained to 
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.■local, '^nat.-onal :.nu the FBI/ could not or •.%-ould rj::.-^ report/ th 



>ncer-xiing. the ::£r;a3Sinaticn anc:^ Viuhy v/hich he felt, hurt his ij 
5Si2 as. they -uade it appear tha'- the lav; enforco-y^erit .a^encies^ 
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1 - Mr. DeLoacb 

i - Mr. Belmont 

1 - ivir. ilosen 

1 - Hr. L*alley 

1. - Mr. McGcv/an 
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i|w2S cc;;jpili:: ; :-•: ii-iv-oii-oO 

irrisrvisws so tiiat it could be i-oCOi-cic-£ o;-. ill':.:. :i3-jr^i-s Z;ii2.i 
that strcb fil^ wouli:: bcc:or.;£ r^ricaless; £G a historic docurisn-c in the '■; '^; 
n \:h future and that ho .. ...uld ;iii-conaliy res? ^^'-'^^ i-e-vvarcs. i .^^•• 
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:'i.i::t Belli freciusatly referred to -ur-etbicai ^ 



■2 i; approach he -::s uci;.:;:, ::;c:;tins that i.f It fcecaiie . ^nov^n he v^culd "go ^i ;-^ j 
U if'to jail." '^hcro r^::_re-ce£; to illegality caused Mitchell to diszs- ^■g,,j 
1$ ^Uocicte hisise: . :: ::.; i-ili'i e:::ploy:r:eiit and he was sworn to secrecy P' »'| 
';6'ci^i,by Belli befc 



^^avLng nis ;iiivoioy. 
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ithe Bureau c: 



tl"^o Information wO -'. cltei" i*c ^r^:*." > 

i; ihe renort :i 



President, :~:.-..^*icnn li^;:.- .-_:-;..vci:.tion O'-^^-) , -^ ^-^'^-^ ^ , . .,. 

liiiulti-i^illi.:. dollar ::-^it xiloi hy '3^111 asains';: Crai^ and the .^ :.. ..^,,^: 
Un^vie^ oZ tlic. il ntarc /.; of the Pre-;ident*s Coitinission in Jsck i^u- y, {^^^;-.| 

;:4^^-» ]^i^^\^^ri >)s n"cc3sa--^-7 to ;:^c'-i'i£;^ the., ox the infci*i:iation re::or'i*'^d i-.: * ., 
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ilenjoranduui to Ivlr. Bei:.:oi:t 
RE: JACK L. RUBY, AiC/i; 



I . The dispute between Belli zvid Craig and the ABA hcs || 

/received considerable publicity which u'?.s instigated p r imai-ilv • 'dl 



jboth Belli and Craig. It- the inforiaation furnished '^7 

/ a. confidential basis is sive:* to Craig, it v;iil no douliw ilisidl) be 
i r.eat for -the ;i2y/s saedia. The Bure5.vi siust not becoise involved ia 



I :• <! 



:^ Ij this public argument het^^'een Belli* and Craig. 

ACT JON: 

In view of the Cgm^^ion's interest in Ruby, the 

n 'furnished by^^^^^^Bv/ill be disseminated to ths'^7' 
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Dallas will b^ instructed to ccncuct no iiivestigatioii 
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■ A copy of this nioiixoranduni has bocu burnished to 
Sir. Edwards v?ho. ha-iialo::; liaison v/ith the A3h ::cr his inforiiiation 
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(Type in plain Icxt or code) 



E^smit the following In , ; '. — ; 

"l 'aIRTEL ; 

■ Jiin : 1 

. 3 ■■"" ~ (Priority) | 



DIRECTOR, FBI . (44-24016) 

SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-430) (P) 

•JACk..L. RUBY, Aka; 

"lee HARVEY OSWALD, Aka - VICTIM • - 

civil' rights .- 

00: Dallas . . • 

. fh .c\uU Be / / / . , ^^ '• 2"^^^°^ MITCHELL 

; ~' Re Oklahoma City airtel to Director, 7/23/64; 
Bureau airtel to Oklahomk City. 7/30/64. 

Enclosed for Bureau, 5 copies o£ LHM concernin 
information furnished in referenced Oklahoma City airtel; 
one copy LHM forwarded to Dallas. 
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UNI^. D STATES DEPAR'.'MENT OF j'. FICE 
FISDEUAL liUaEAU OK tNVESTIGATION 

Oklahoma. City, Oklahoraa 

;-. ...'August 1, .1364, ■..:....,,-■.:.;.... . 



Title: JACK L, RUBY, Aka; 

LBE HARVEY OSWALD, Aka - VICTI?f 



:l 



i •: I 



:\ : 
J J 



Character: CIVIL RIGHTS' 






• ^ ■ tiM-.-"^ ■ ■. •: s* -.--"■ - 

>6 



ronco t Lettcrhoad^^ i^^^ ' dated r 

\ 'August^lV -13641 at -OJclalioiEsa City, 

. Okiahoiaa 



:..; ;::^::Vv: T3ie conridenticil source uarttionod in roferenccd 

>7--;-:-A c6mffiualcation:Uaa furaishod reliable- infojMaa?:ion iu the 






■ 3 .. 

■- ft -rs^^- •••^'>:%>-ix'i^%' *■ .■"■■; . 
:o.-:{^.'.'; '' :. ,■■.'.'- ' :' 

:2 

14. ^.\:;:.::. V ; ... " .:^. . ... ;::. 
♦ 5 .:. 
16 .'. •■ 

n '•'■■ ':.. ; ■. . .. 

19 

'1 - ' 

S2 . 

•^3 ■-'"■■ 













••C\j«Hv^^^A^ 






.■o^:;;^-;^., 



• -jV.-^ 







' k;.^/J«.:l1• 
^^^•^r|!M■ 













h^l0 



wv 



•if! ■' ■' ■'^' ■ j r ■■' 
■ ••.■L.i'«K'R 




?"?• 










Jn RepJy^ Please Refer to 



UNI^D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J'^ TICE 
fEDEllAL BUTIEAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Oklahojaa" City, Oklahoma 
" "1964-- ■•"■■■ 



J.- 



'jm^Wmmr ■ m-- -■ ■: - ■August.;!; 



^-:.M. 



<v. 





Re! JACK L. "RUBY, Aka; 

LHE HARVHY OSWALD, Aka - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



tvl 






m^^^^^ 



-?^r; 



^M^ fe<54i£lden^^ that Shields \h 

^^^^^i^rfs^ caniorawan' and producer of 




11^ .; 7;^ R^bjr* vHls- job Was to record on filit: pre-trial intorviews 




d he. had receive) 
hts to any bocr; 



licatedthat during; the filminjj of thesu 
Bolli always t^^ve as an explanation for - 



h 












'- '^^?^/-tho tise ; o€ t!ie car^aru to take pictures of ^.uby, that ho v;air 
^ ^ -2^^- V S,tud^ the personal i'cy onX characr.ev of suby^ and v:?.5 

^4 1 ■■^;^- * ygj[i^g ^i^^ filns: to asi;ii;t hin* in prcoarinf' Suby*^. :ierea.so. 
:^ ^^:v^/^,Accordin2 to >'itci;eil, Boiii \;a.s ;ictually conniliat; an ir.'.^^s<i 
^^^^-r::\riilr^lihTaT^' op. r:i;hy fcr futuro exploitation {^ and txpparorizly 
^V^^^0^j0^^^ v;ould. suffer :an^einotLonal brcakdov.'uldurinf, ono 

l^^^c^M'^Otl:^ so that it could h0:;:rccorded on filKi. Bellies : li^i^fH 

>9jf^:f?^^ jj^Il^f ^^^^^^ film Would become priceless an an historical ' li^^-'^''' 



:8 

^9 



42 ^V 



^■^m 



priceless an an Historical 
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a large reward ♦ 
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techniques^ and Mitchell believed use of these techniques by 
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■-■■■ The •Texas, state Supreme Court lunied .^^n tr^e 
state bar. association's dGmrxci thaD _Mi:lvi.uJVi^ciIL)3C . 
■disbarred in -Texas for his vip-ioaring handling, of the' 
'JackRuby; trial. Belli, who insisted long and loudly thai 
=his^ client -couldn^t; get a-.fair trial, in DaHas.ussued a 
snort fromhis San Francisco otrice:/*Like (Gen. of the 
^Axmy- Douglas). MacArthur, I shail.be back— into :Te^:iS.^ 
The same bunch that's beaten in their own Supre;ne 
Court is now moving before the rich" n^.an's- insurance 
club, the American Bar /i<EOciation, .to kick me cut o. 
there/ Next thy^ll move to have my membership "in ll-.c 
Hcuk-ui'-ch e-Month Club revoked/* , ^ 
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captioned "'Debate on VJarroii Report Blackout-^. 

In paragraph three or this article a question 
vjao raised as to v;hy the nevjcpapcrc in the Can Francisco 
Bay. Area had ho reporters at this debate". 
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^^ ' :■■ ■ ■ D OCTOBER 9, 19"6U, BETV7EEN ilELVIN BELLI 

AND HARK LANE ON THE QUESTION "IS OSVJALD THE 

XONE ASSASSIN OF THE PRESIDENT?" 

'^f^'^^^i^^^S^^^f..Xyn::-'dct6bex' 9, 196«f, a debate between San Francis^ 
-"'attoraey^MELVIN' BELLI and New York attorney MARK LANE captionci 

"Is= Osv7ald 'the Lone Assassin, of the President?" was, held at 
-V- the Masonic Memorial Auditorium, California Street, San 
^- Francisco. Prominent San Francisco attorney JAKE EHRLICH was 

the moderator. This meeting was attended by a Special Agent 

of the FBI and Mrs. FIELEN JANET MEYER, 125 Arbolado Drive, 

Walnut Creek, California. 

7r.. '^h:r''- -'^:^- ■ " An opening statement was made by BELLI. He . 
■.: began his statement by 'praising- the Warren Commission Report, 
"" -stating that it was a tribute to such a great democracy as • 

the United States and he believed that no other country ^ ^ 
could have produced such a complete report. He derided LANE .|^ 
■for speaking in foreign countries and harming the image or '- 
the United States by implying that there had been a conspiraci' 

• in this country to. kill President KENNEDY and implying that 
OSWALD "was. not the only person involved in the assassination. 

• BELLI then asked if this is so, who-are these conspapators 
-and where are they now? BELLI stated there was no one else 
besides OSWALD and he said he would show this beyond a reason- 
able doubt. He said' OSWALD was a psychotic person and always 
had been, and even as a youth under the New York Youth 
. Authority , OSWALD had . exhibited psychotic and schizophrenic 
tendencies..- 

3ELLI then discussed the events the day KENNEDY 
.was killed. He discussed OSWALD'S travel to get the "curtain 
• rods'5 the events at the time of the shooting; how OSWALD ^ 

left the buiadina; took a bus; the finding of the bus transfer. 
. on OSV'ALD; his travel by cab; the shooting of TIPPIT, ana 

• OSWALD'S subsequent arrest. He discussed the palmprint 
: found on the gun; the rifle purchased by 0?'^ALD mider an 

assumed name; the fingerprints on =th« bag in which OSWALD. 
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DEBATE OM OCTOBER 9, 196'i|, BETWEEN 
MELVIN BELLI AND '^lARK LANE 



the\ 



carried the gun; the fibers of OSWALD'S jacket on the gun; 
• the witness who sav? OSVMLD at the window of the book depositcrfi 
"building; the witnesses who saw the shooting of TIPPIT; 

HOWARD BRENWAN's identifying OSWALD from the police line-up; 

the cartridges which were found to have come from OSV/ALD's 

hand gun, and the hole on the' inside of , the windshield of 

President's car. 

."■■":-*>;■ ■ (. ..^- ■: •■■■.■ ■ ■ ■. . ■ 
■■:.*;<«^-^.V.^.:£ii:Ji,vr>,'"' V-iv- ■ ■ . 

' '' ^ ■ >■■ BELLI insisted that all these things showed 
beyond a reasonable doubt that OSWALD was guilty. 

J'^KK LANE then made an opening statesnent. He 
said he had never said anywhere that there had been a 
conspiracy in this country to kill the President. He said the 
in this country there still exists the presumption of innocer 
until proven guilty. He. commented on the voluminous, heavy 
!Varren Report and stated that historians may some day repord " 
the most precise description lof the ReDort and that would be 
-President JOHNSON'S re^'ark, "It is very heavy," when he 
received his copy from Chief Justice v/ARRE?J. 

LANE stated that OS'^JALD was never reoresented 
by counsel before the Warren Com.mission. He then* discussed 
what he believed to. be discrepancies in the Report. He 
talked about the Dallas Police officers at first reoorting 
. the finding of a Mauser rifle which Irater turned ou% to be 
an Italian gun. He discussed witness HOWARD BRENMAN, who 
had been standing outside, the book depository building and 
his description of OSWALD as being entirely too accurate froir: 
that distance. He stated that BRENNA!^ had said OSWALD was 
shooting while standing by the. window, but the Warren Recort 
said OSWALD was sitting down. If OSWALD was sittins? down, 
how could BRENNAN tell how tall he was? 

He discussed the Dallas Police line-up where 
BRENNAN identified OSWALD as the man most closely resembling 
the person he. had seen. LANE stated there were five teen- 
agers in the line-up handcuffed together and also OSWALD, 
^Jho kept saying,. "This is not a fair line-up." He stated 
that there were no notes made by the FBI, the Dallas Police, or 
Secret Service, nor was there any tape or steno record for 
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DEBATE ON OCTOBER 9, 1964, BETWEEN 
MELVIN BELLI AND MARK LANE 



the twelve hours that* OSVJALD was interrogated, and he said ^. 
if you believe that you might as v;ell b^^lieve the rest of th > 
Warren Commission Report. What OSWALD is supposed to have 
said during the interrogation is i^eported from police memory 
only. 

He talked about the photographs of OSWALD holdii^ 
. the gun rWhich he said had been doctored or superimposed and 
which *5had>been. printed in various magazines. He stated that 
no rifle expeTt^ in the world, using the gun OSVJALD had, could 
hit a .moving target at that distance with the accuracy that 
OSWALD had exhibited. He stated that ..three leading rifle 
experts, using the Italian gun, fired eighteen shots at a 
still — not a moving—target and missed five times. He said 
that authorities have stated that OSWALD ordered the rifle 
from a Chicago sporting firm fi^om an article in the February,;.? 
1963, "-Rifleman" magazine. .He said that is a lie because the | 
length and weight of the gun advertised in that article -are* ^ 
different than\the length and weight of the gun actually 
found- ' ; ■• 

He discussed the witnesses* testimony who saw 
OSVJALD bring the gun into the buildinj^ One '-:itness did not 
see anv package. The other two said the package was carried 
under .OSWALD'S armpit cupped in his right hand, and th£.-. is 
impossible -because the gun broken down was too loivg for that. 

He discussed eleven witnesses who sat; Officer 
TIPPIT shot. He said the Warren Commission never called^many 
of these witnesses; one gave a completely different cfescriptic:* . 
and one woman was told by the Dallas -^Police not to testify. 
He said the Warren \Commission relied on the FBI, Dallas Police, 
and Secret Service, and never got all the facts. 

BELLI in his rebuttal stated that the Dallas 
Police, the FBI, and Secret Service had carried out their duty 
and had done everything possible to protect the President. 
He said the X^ommission had been composed' of elite Congressional 
members and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and 
insisted that the facts had been ferreted out and that the 
Warren Commission Report was complete. 
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DEBATE ON OCTOPER S, lS6i^, BETWEEN 
MELVIN BELLI AND MARK LAME 



He then discussed nailing down the various 
rumors and discussed some of thesv-, such as the erroneous 
name^GLICK for the taxi driver, OSW.-iLD^G descr^.-i ption, and 
possible shots coming from the overpass. 

LANE in his rebuttal stated he did not believe 
that elite Congressmen were on the Commiission. He said he • 
-feTt that honor would return to the United States vjhen Americaj 
people-look at the facts in the case. He said he is not j 
concerned about the image of. the United States, but is concern 
with the substance of the case. He then said -what -the. four 
• reporters who heard the sound of shots .:Coming from the area 
of the overpass -were never -called by the Warren Commission. 
He stated that the Warr^en Commission believed only what it 
wanted to believe. 



After this , 
answer period. 



there was a short question and 
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UPI-157 

(LIBEL SUIT) 
SAN FRANCISCO- -SAN FP./:?/CISCO ATTORMEY KELVIN M. BELLI TO : .V- FILED fi 
^ MILLION LIBEL SUIT ^-(lAlUilT THE CURTIS PUBLISHIN'G CO., CH.-.RuING THAT 
„ ,HE WAS EXPOSED TO "PUBLIC DISGRACE" 3Y TWO ARTICLES IN-iHE SATURDAY 
^ I EVENING POST. ■ 

•9 , THE ARTICLES. IN THE FEB. g AND JULY 25 ISSUES THIS YEAR, WERE ,' 

■0 /ABOUT THE JACK RUBY MURDER TRIAL IN DALLAS, IN WHICH BELLI VAS THE 
U I CHIEF DEFENSE COUNSEL. 
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" iV largei, 
FBI's Hoover 




; . BY BILL PORTERFIELD 

' •'■ , ChronTcIt Reporter 

"• ' MeTvln celli, _ the rapier-ton-, 
gued defender of Jack Ruby and 
'caustic critic of Dallas, tumed 
Tuseday to a new target— FBI 
".Director J. Edgar Hoover. ■ 
..'-'Hoover has long since out- 
1 9 ; lived his usefulness," Belli told ■ 
': newsmen after taking part .in a 
^ 1 panel ' discussion sponsored by 
; 2 l-he Texas Bill of Rights Founrfsb 

Ion. : I 

/*The portfolio and dosiie: 
^oover has on so many Am^:rij 
cans is frightening," he said, 
.**and one sees with dread the 
building up of a federal; police, 
force. It is a dangerous trend."^ 
^i Do Something 

''If the FBI is so efficient,"*: 
Belli asked, "why doesn't 
Hoover do something about all 
the crime and the criminals he 
warns us about? He names 
names and gangs, but doesn't do " 
anything about them. Is there, 
an overlord of crime that has 
its finger on our politicians?" 
. In a marathon day of pro- . 
nouncements to the press, the 
flaniboyant attorney from Call- 
fomia made these observations:^ 

o That if Jack Ruby doesn't^ 
kill himself first, Texas courts 
will reverse his death conviction 
for the slaying of Lee Harvey. 
Oswald, assassin of President 
Kennedy^ . ; 

^W That his criticism of Dallas! 
Is aimed jon\y at the oligarchy 
—"the 100 bankers and insur- 
ance executives, etc., of the Citir 
zens Council who run Dallas.'l 
'{We all love Big D, but itV; 
its leaders have 
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\_cJBisX he loves 2?«™3-aflij' 
'"exans, even thcugh Texas law-! 

• Ere "antiquities." i 
j Newspaper Trial ■' 

At the Bill of Rights Founda- 
tion panel discussion in ihi 'R.cq 
Hotel, Belli told other lawyers: 
■ "It's ^v^ons to- try a cass in 
the newspapers, and I'll admit 
my errancy— but you fight fire 

• with fire. The district attorney 
■ says something in the press and 

you fire back." 
. Belli, who arrived here Mon- 
day night frcm Austin, spokj 
VTuesday night at a Rice Unit 
iversity Stiident Forum meeiiiw 
pefore flying bac'fC to San F/aq 
tisco. • ■ i 
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j conviction and Belli was. verbally 
r^,j,.--; /liished ;;■ by the. president of the 
^ V -'■-^•=- Amerieaii, Bar Association for h is 
conduct dunng. and. after the 
triaL-v Later Belli sued American 
Bar Association President. Walter 
E.:Craig -for-.So million, clainung 
he had. been slandered. 
■:, Over' a national television net- 
work. Belli . lashed oy t at Judge 
. . ,..- . . , , .,^ ^ , _^-. ^Joe ■ B.v Brown, called Dallas ■ "a 

:-©royejrsial?-3^pm5ra^ festering sore" and labeled Dallas 

,H.^?i«y^upj^lngla^^qIt5es^ Henry Wade a "hog 

- ^-^' -^ .. • - " ..1 • - ; ^ ^gli iijjygji r j caller/', ■ ■ .' 

-V Cone/said, that if- Belli cariar 
range- it in . his busy ■ schedule, 
**he*d like very much 'to help .the 
Indians.",: He said it . was -very 
doubtful that. he could' assist in 
the Feb.. It rial in which the state 
will attempt ■ to win jurisdiction 
over net fishing on the Puyalliip 
River.'' ■ - ■ ■ .. i. ■• 

' •" .SG3 Million Oonipl.niiit'i '■' 
. However, he -i^aid BelJi might 
be able to represent Satiacum in 
his $62. million cross-complainr 
aijiiir^^t.the stc-re iov ailegoU nast, 
presijbti'arid- future, lost iri(2>me 
because of statfr inlericroTrre %iih 

his Jiet fj. shirts. Cone ahofeaid 
Bollf .might assise Satiacim's 
wife, Sazaniio. zn Jier April 2S ap- 
peal of a ju5;tict> court convicLion 
i''jr assault arisir.g cut of the cel- 
c:.L:a;o-.l Sc:/;oj-.vner trpoo raising 
on the C:.uiiiy-Ciry BuUdinji 
ia*vn. . , 




.^a- l€gal:*battl^^with'the' state. 

iSederickTcone,"^. associate of 
l'ft\' V>Jd>-The-*News.. Tribune 



theitfitqinny Jawyeriwho de- 
' ' '^1*^ /?^'?H 'RubvHi;:def initely ■ f n- 
;*gt^>^- the'-^Puyanup ■ Indian 

igne made the 'statement* after 
".ni"? -Wednesday, night with 
'*^1^- -chief of the. PuyaUup 
75ns, B6bS&tiacum/ and Sati- 
-;*?^s Seattle: attorney and pub- 
> ««4atlpns; .-ttiah •; to: PorUand 
".7^, Cone-is tt^ngV case: 
-.xJ** V -^^S-known as one of 
• *^^ ^"^tanding court law- 
vjgMedj across the nation's 
\3^9^^ wheiii-'.he defended 
Kuffl- ^enrth femurder pf Le« 
V7^y. Oswald, assassfa-pf Presi- 
.'t Kezin£dy,_ 

'.9 

^0* * :^> > f-v;.n 



a nother pr otest" march en Olym- 
■pia wiilW staged Feb, 1, possibly 
Involving ■■ 1,000 Indians from 
; throughout the Northwest. 

He said the Indians will gather 
at the County-City Building just 
i before the Puj'allup fiShing trial 
starts, then caravan to Olj^mpia 
while the trial is in progress. ' j 
-'"We want, to find out where! 
red man fits in Gov. Dan Evans* 
Blueprint for progress,'* Satiacum 
said.- ■-■.■■ -v.- / '■*. .. ■. 

V U.N. aiembershlp ' 

...In another. '^attempt to draw 
attention to the Indian. cause, Sa- 
tiacum re que?. ted information 
Wednesday, froih United Nations 
Secretary U Thant about possi- 
ble; Puyallup tribal membership 
in: the U.N., 

:' He. claimed that the Puyallups 
as * a separate nation are inter- 
ested in., a national identity be- 
cause the United States "has ig- 
nored the .perpetuity of our in- 
herited rights under , treaties 
w^hich were binding for ill time." 
i .'Closer to home, Satiacum said 
he"ha:i called a meeting of some 
Puyallup Indians Jan, 30 to dis- 
cuss the possibility of requiring 
spcrts iishermen to get a permit 
from the Puyallups before .'ij^^wng 
for steelhead on the lower Puy- 
allup Kiver.. : 

Any recommendations would 
>-ave to be presented to the Puy-, 
allup TiibalXouncil £.nd its chair- 
man Frank Wright. Neither the 
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No date has been set .on the, ^ .. . „, . , ^ -.. . ,.• . . 

pre-trial hearing over Satiacum's* J"^^ f^F ^^^!^ij3^^':!"^'^^^°^ 
$62 million cross-complaint. . " . tUey dosr<e any sucn ntio n. - 

Cone said any assistance to. Sa- 
tiacum or vhe Puyallups by Belli 
would be ;'a labor of love." He- 
said he knew Satiacum was in 
no position. to pay Belli. the reg- 
ular-fees. , ■'*. :■' .. - i 

BelU's firm presently is repre- 
senting the Pitt Pvlver Indians! 
of California in an appeal of a; 
land settlement which grantetf 
about $9 jnilUon to the Pitt Riveir._ 
trjbe.' :•:--..; ^; 

Hinges on Schedule 

. Cone said everything hinged on'j 

BelU's schedule, but declared the; 

noted attorney "definitely Is In-: 

jterested/:- ■ ■• 

At the same Ur^e Satiacum said 
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■•SUBJECT: PLAYBOY MAGAZINE 
■** • MAY, 1965, ISSUE 
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,"./ ..:'.;:'._■, /..:; A review of the May* 1965, issue of "Playboy" magazine (att:j 
reflects no>mention of the Director but has one minor reference in the book; 
section concerning-a new book entitled "The Man Who Wrote Dirty Books" bj 

•Hal Dresner. 
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■ v-. • . 

■ .' . . ' According to this book review, a minor character in the plot 

"disillusioned FBI agent nairied. Arnold Mordecai Eisentraub, who was study! . .,_,^. 
be a'l-abbi until. he took an aptitude test.that showed 'I was low in Religion ai{| j " ^^■ 

\, Social Work and high in Sports .and Law Sriorcem.ent. So my mother made M^ • •'.\;.; 

■'3i join the FBI. "' The review indicates the entire book is of a similar. frivolo-.^na^ur^l^'. 



. . A list of items scheduled to a^6pe^r in the June issue of "Play' V/"] 

;s#^i'Hncludes "A Candid Conversation VVithJ^.eIviirB.eIU.." He will reportedly at«^;k :.; 
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"Daiias justice, the FBI and legal harrassment — in an exclusive "I'layboy-'^-.' 
interviev;. " 

=/ •; : Belli, of course, is v;ell known as the unscrupulous publicity seeker, 

r who briefly served as a defense attorney for Jack L. Ruby and has been aptly ..; ^J-. \ 

described, by the Director as a "shyster. " Belli from time to time has been criticaH 
" of the Bureau. - ; • \^ . 

Eufile 105-49865-A reflects that in December, 1964, while L:\ Austm,^ ; .. 
Texas, Belli personally attacked the Director and the Bureau, svggesting chai: a r^-.g " 
. Inderal police force was being built. It was another typical exaraple of the thirst;: Vg: 
for headlines so often evidenced by this egomaniac. 
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BOSTON. MASSACHU 
AREA COD 



May 12, 1965 



Hon. ]. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigati6n 
;.- United States Department of Justice 
,..,]yashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



1/ 



Mr. Mohrl^ 

:\lr. Callahan... 
Mr. Conrad.-—. 
Mr. 5:clt.--i-i 

'^Ir. Gale.j: U 

Mv. : Rosen J ■ 

^jjlr.j^ullivani;; 

Ir- Trott»rJL-. 
ele. jRoo)!—;*. 
liss jHolr lesij 
liss iGamly^ 
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,„,, , . the opportunity on many occasions ^^ 

working with special agents fronn your department. The courte.cu| 
kiiid, and competent assistance rendered was always gratefully / '/' 
appreciated. * 

y 
It is disturbing to read as I did recently that a member of the 
bar of the State of California, one MeWija;Bem, Esq. , made what 
I consider the absurd statements concerning j^ou and the Bureau. It 
is even more deplorable that the public news media deemed ih.sc 
remarks worthy of circulation. Remarks such as those made by Mr 
Belli merit neither response, nor consideration. I feltThat I should 
make m.y feelings known to you. 

and 1 send you our very best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 
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fi.2ay 24, 1965. 
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:.v>:; :;. . . ; -ybur letter of May 12th has been received, 
,. -ajid. Iain indeed en^^^ your support. 

■Mi^O' 'iv^^icetlainly appreciate the generous comments concerning q~ >! 
^'^<^^i.X'r:'^fj^aomiel of this Bureau-, and piy associates Join me in 



, r^.;.|v^:^'^Ji%^:thanking you for your, land remarks. We hope- that our 
: ^/Sl;;?;':''.. ■ ' " future- endeavors continue to merit such approbation. 
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you to send best wishes. 




1 - Boston - Enclosure 
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iSiacsrely youj:s, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



mded 
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on 7-6-62. 



o de roga tory information in Bufiies conc< 
ing mm.^^^^^^^^His on the Special Correspondents' ' List. Th? 
remarks th^^^^^^^^Mrefers to as. being made by Melvin Belli, 

ho is well knowSSh^ureau, appeared in an extensive interview 
piSjlished in the June, 1965, issue of the magazine "Playboy. " The 
interview is the subject of a Jones to DeLoach memorandum dated 
5-18-65 captioned "Melvin Belli, Interview, "Playboy" magazine, 
June, 1965. " ^ ^<^/ 
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MELVM BELLI 
INTERVIEW, "PLAYBOY 
JUNE, 1965 




r VN% ;^^^^ San Francisco attorney and the most n 



.5 
9 

;^ in the legaTprofessiori^^h blasted, in the current issue of 'Tlayboy, " the Dire 
;l Bobby "Kennedy, the' American Bar Association and the American Medical-Alssuc 
;^ withihe Director receiving top billing. The article is attached. 'v^ / _ 

IS ; I^ the interview, conducted by an unidentified 'Tlayboy'Mritervie 

>d commented he did.not believe that the FBI suppressed any knowledge it had"of ai^ 
.^^tg assassinate the President although he could not understand why the- Bureau (\i^ 
** 8 give. Secret Service the file it had on Oswald. The Director is mentioned unfa^:-c| 
;^passing at ^several points, however, Bella's fiz^st real criticism occurs when hi 






!ti4ii=*ii^|.-' 



<^^^ 



jr, ^elii. ^ 



^hatjthe^ 



;aipen.d£:..V: 



.^what hetiiinks of the FBrs reputation for scientific crime detection.- He replieo '^\ 
j.^^Pureau's technical expertise is more impressive than its reputation. He says 3\^i 
:*«|s'5time and the taxpayers* money chasing ^'two-bit car thieves and looking for c > nmunil?! 
^ispies"* while organized crime continues to prosper. He claiiUS there is no rea>L r. •.vr y 
'^the FBI could not have broken up the syndicate long ago *'if Hoover really v/antod to. '' •> 
^^He.said '^syndicate bigv/igs^' are so good at covering up their tracks it is difficult to get -^* 
jlconvictions and. the Director wants to keep the FBi's reputation "unbesmirched by failur?;^ : 
,^ He suggests that the interviewer read Fred Cook's book "The FBI Nobody Knov/s" to j^el.. ■ 
-3the cold, hard facts about the FBI. He claims that the Director has done a gre^ job ind 
i^^^aking his position more secure but that his "dictatorial ideas and ideology have no pia^e ^ 
:3in a position of such power in a democracy. " Belli- describes Mr. Hoover's ideology '.asg^i 
^4f3-scisni and he wonders why so many ex- FBI men are members of the John Birch Societ^i 
'THe>^.aid thatrthe Director is an "archreactionary autocrat, " who believes that. the people^*;| 
5|are not fit-tp^kovern themselves. He describes Mr. Hoover as a "dangerous, dangerpu*4 
j^man whom wi^hould have gotten rid of a long time^ago, " and given full rein, Ln the .|v--:,3 
v^gname .of law and order, he would have completely abandoned the constitutional, duG pr:bcj^(! 
;*9Prote.ctions guaranteed. to every citizen. When asked if he was not going too far, BelU;, §" 
:Joresponded "I probably am--because Tm telling the truth. " Then he says he fully ??xpecis* . 
jia call from one of Mr. Hoover's "gray-flannel minions" because the Bureau has ; readyj'^- 

He said if visited he is ready h\^^ I 



ptried to tap h'is phones and interfere with his mail. 
*^the question :is "are they ready for me?Hrp olIhG ~ 

J 5 Enclosure _ .<. Vr., ^v - \ 
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-"'1 - Mr. Rosen - . 
rgl - Mr. .Gale •'. 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: MELVINBELU 
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Significant of his devious nature, when asked about wiretapping, 
said that it is morally, legally and innately wrong. He then admits that his o^/il 
^1 uses wiretapping because the practice is so widespread that he needs it to adeqj 
?l representMs clients. 






t He attacks the American Bar Association because of its suggest]] 

•,j members of the profession engage in the defense of unpopular defendants on ttm 

g ! hand, but'as a matter of practice refuses to sanction attorneys who defend perst 

accused of jheinous crimes. He attacks the American Medical Association at gi 



length for. the failure of doctors to testify against colleagues in malpractice suiffl becaiiJse- 




their insurance would be subject to cancellation. Belli complains that his pracl 
leaves him little time to work on his autobiography -which he says is really goinf 

;^ lay into all those b— — •' (a word reflecting on legitimate birth). When askcl 

he means he said "You know: -Bobby Kennedy, J. Edgar, the A. M. A. , the A. El 
.the insurance companies, ad. infinitum, " 

BtJFILES:-- " 
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lississippi, 3-24-64. He forwarded the letter to the Jackson Resident Agency ^i/ maiJ,g- IF 
for "information and considca-ation. " The case was closed after investigation vMii the^'^ j 
J United States Attorney at Oxford, Mississippi, declined prosecution. In July, It 6 v. i 

I the Bureau learned that Belli had his interviews v/ith Jack Ruby filmed, nn-gedly for ' 

;|. preparation of his defense. A cameraman he engaged said Belli had obtained aU rights j 
■ ^ to any book or film on Ruby before accepting his -defense and allegedly compilec an °. ! . ' ! 
immense film library on Ruby for future exploitation. Belli allegedly deUberately ■[:■-' ' '' 
attempted to have Ruby break down mentally before the camera to enhance the value of 
his films. Typical references to Belli in Bufiles reflect in 1941 he sent greetings to-l: . . f-.^^. 
the Soviet Union in support of the Red Army's struggle against Nazi Germany; in 194^.:,;^^: ;5ft^ 
he prote stPfl thp nrnr iarnffnn nf th p twplvA communist leaders to Albe n Barkley; "" "'"'" "' "'*'' 

__- ^^^__^^^^ "^ 19S9 afffir Rpnn»THn?ffip57ffS5?^?^?SrNStgg 

[mobster Bfickey Cohen at a seminar on legal tactics during the American Bar Assoe-iaStl 
^nyention as "Professor O'Brien," an expert on tax evasion, the Director instructe^d " 
^at San Francisco should be alert for any violations of law by Belli as his recor'*. va^ 
'q^^tionable.^^ . . ^ /_ /^ j t% • \? i' 

-.? PBSjERVATK)NS: 

'\ ■ ■ ' ■"■ ■■ . 

>4 This "two-bit" Earnum and Bailey barrister grossly, distorts e role of A ■. 

J ^K™"^ ^^ enforcement and continues, through his excesses, to displ;-- tp b.isenteis^- ' 

• j ^ character. His reasoning on every count is typical of his nature, ao urfigor.iaiiiac;'; ' . . 

1 7h ^°^"y*"^ ^"t ignore him would play into his hands and provide h-m with ao := of-^^ ' 

1 we^lf H^^i^^^^i^^^t^^^- '^'^^ ^^ ?-nother case oi where the Director a.id the E .-e^u can 
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['iwell be proud of their'enemies. 
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